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Sultan was the common prey, and the two aspirants to
his inheritance should not quarrel over its division. But
Austria in that war failed to do her share of the work,
and missed her share of the spoils, with the result that
the balance of power in the Balkan Peninsula was dis-
turbed seriously to her disadvantage. With this dis-
turbance the identity of the two Empires' interests van-
ished, and a new chapter was opened in their relations.
*          *          *          *          *

The rivalry between Vienna and Petersburg remained,
perforce, in abeyance while the fear of Napoleon hung
over them both. But it came to the front as soon as
that fear was removed.

In the meantime Russia had established her ascend-
ancy at Stambul, and commanded where Austria was
only able to counsel. The difference in their positions
brought about a striking contrast in their respective
views touching the Ottoman Empire, and this contrast
became manifest during the Greek War of Independence.
In that crisis Austria assumed towards the Sultan the
novel character of a preserver. Her diplomacy was con-
trolled by Prince Metternich, and it was no part of Met-
ternich's policy or nature to tolerate anything so revolu-
tionary as Hellenic liberty to be established, least of all
under the auspices of Russian liberators. On the other
hand, it was part of both his policy and his nature to
prolong the existence of despotism wherever found, to
champion everywhere hereditary authority and to sup-
press, as much as in him lay, every popular movement
of the age. Moreover, the type of the Ottoman Empire,
composed of many discordant elements, presented so
close a parallel to the Austrian that Metternich in defend-
ing the Sultan felt that he defended the principle of
government on which the throne of the Hapsburgs also